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that Bushido almost takes its place. What do you think ?' He answered 
emphatically: 'Taranai,' 'not enough.'" This Dr. Nitobe" admits. 
Bushido has done its work for Japan. Christianity is the only ethical 
system powerful enough to cope with present-day utilitarianism and 
materialism. His difference, he protests, is not with the teachings of Christ, 
but solely with the eccleciastical methods and forms which obscure these 
teachings. Certainly, if they obscure these teachings they must have an 
end. The missionaries are rapidly coming to an agreement with each 
other and with Dr. Nitobe as to what Japan really needs. 

Alonzo K. Parker. 

The University of Chicago. 



FRESH LIGHT ON THE DARK CONTINENT 

Of six recent books on Africa, two are of value as contributions to 
knowledge of the land and its people, two are voluminous additions to 
the discussion of the Congo Free State problem, and two are textbooks 
on missions throughout the continent. 

Gibbons' Africa from South to North 1 is one of the most important 
contributions to our knowledge of Africa since the works of Stanley. The 
author had been in Africa three times before the journey recorded in these 
volumes, and had made himself well acquainted with a portion of Marotse- 
land,* that native empire, as large as Germany, in the center of the southern 
portion of the continent, having the notable ruler Lewanika. Major 
Gibbons' various expeditions have covered more than twenty thousand 
miles in uncivilized Africa — a distance approached by only two other 
explorers. The expedition under review occupied a little more than two 
years Quly, 1898, to August, 1901), entering Africa by the mouth of the 
Zambesi, and departing by way of the Nile. Its objects were 
to determine the geographical limits of Lewanika's country, to define the Congo- 
Zambesi watershed, to discover the main sources of the Zambesi, to make a 
hydrographical and ethnographical survey of the whole of Lewanika's territory, 
to study its resources and industrial possibilities, to ascertain how far the 
Zambesi and her confluents could be considered as navigable waterways, to fur- 
nish the late Mr. Cecil Rhodes with such information as might be of assistance 
in the location of a route for the projected transcontinental railway. 

1 Africa from South to North through Marotseland. By A. St. H. Gibbons. 
London: Lane, 1904. 2 vols. 276 and 297 pages. 

3 Exploration and Hunting in Central Africa 1895-96. By A. St. H. Gibbons. 
London: Methuen, 1898. 408 pages. 
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These purposes were carried out with thoroughness and success. The 
geographical observations and discoveries made are embodied in a large 
map of Marotseland folded at the back of the first volume, and maps of 
other regions in the second volume. The account of the expedition 
describes enough of the human vicissitudes involved to give the story a 
flavor of adventure. It is a graphic narrative. It leaves something to 
the reader to imagine, and yet tells enough to enable one to see, not only 
the progress of the expedition, but also the conditions which called out 
the personal resources of the explorers. Major Gibbons expresses ungrudg- 
ing appreciation of his comrades in the expedition, black as well as white. 

The source of the Zambesi was finally reached, and proves to be four 
or five days' march from the conjectured position it has long occupied 
on maps. Several of its great tributaries are now for the first time reduced 
from the dotted lines of conjecture to the solid lines of ascertained course. 
While there are no vast regions of the earth's surface remaining to be 
opened to knowledge, no end of details must still be ascertained. "I can 
assure my readers that the map of Africa will be subjected to more addi- 
tions, alterations, and modifications than even many of those interested 
in geography at home suppose." 

The author's observations concerning the natives are of special value, 
because they are characterized by fairness and the sincere appreciation 
of both the better and the worse sides. At times Major Gibbons traveled 
with only a handful of personal attendants, and never had a body of armed 
followers, as is deemed necessary by many explorers. Without ever 
experiencing serious opposition, he went over thousands of miles where 
no white man had preceded him, and he believed that the only occasions 
when his life was in danger were the results of impressions left by armed 
parties that had been in the country. On only one night was a watch 
kept over the camp, and that was without orders from the chief, the vol- 
untary act of one of his faithful attendants. He calls attention to the 
exceedingly significant facts that the three African explorers who have 
traveled farthest were all British subjects, that no one of them ever employed 
a single native soldier, and that each is free from the stain of blood. 

His account of Lewanika and his government of a vast empire in the 
heart of the continent shows that the African possesses intellectual and 
moral qualities of high grade. This Marotse empire is apparently in 
some respects more advanced than was that of the Czar before the recent 
revolution in Russia. Major Gibbons describes the transformation which 
took place years ago in Lewanika and his government, ascribing it to the 
work of the French Protestant missionaries. 
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Gradually the lofty character and impressive personality of Monsieur Coillard, 
who established his mission at Lialui .... have obliterated the harsh side of 
his nature, engendered nobler aspirations, and developed a certain liberality of 
sentiment and a laudable desire to raise his people to a higher scale of civilization. 

The four closing chapters, called appendixes, 
are a summary of the more serious conclusions arrived at as a result of experi- 
ences in various parts of Africa. Trade communications, material prospects, 
missionary enterprise, and administrative methods are discussed. 

There is only an occasional slip in the diction. It is for the most part 
smooth and readable. The volumes are well, and not too profusely, 
illustrated. The descriptive gift of the author makes every page live. 
For example: A petty native chief is brought to him in a hammock. 

Over the hammock there appeared a black head surmounted by an old top 
hat which, in the owner's anxiety to make his first appearance impressive under 
cover of this handsome headpiece, had slipped partly forward and partly side- 
wise over the right eye. This was slowly followed by the rest of the presence of 
the great Dimbudi, who shortly stood before me clad in his very best — a pair of 
very old evening-dress trousers much too long for the wearer, and looking some- 
thing like a couple of Concertinas in their lower extremities, a red serge coat 
much too small and short in the sleeves, and the old top hat fixed with jaunty 
effect, and of course brushed against the grain. 

The following may be taken as a fair sign of both the moral ideals 
and the British loyalty of the author: 

I know of an instance of a dispute between an Englishman and a Frenchman 
newly arrived in British Central Africa. "Why do you not take the case into 
court ?" asked a friend of the latter, also a foreigner. "I would do so if I were 
a British subject, but I am a Frenchman, and it would be useless," was the 
reply. "Tut! that makes no difference here. Right is right, and wrong is 
wrong under the British flag," was the foreign settler's answer. The dispute 
was taken before the magistrate, and the Frenchman won his case. 

Dr. Nassau's Fetishism in West Africa? is the result of forty years' 
experience as a missionary in the Gabun country. The author, after 
preliminary chapters on the constitution of native African society, the 
idea of God and polytheism, devotes twelve chapters to the description 
of fetishism in various aspects, including its philosophy, its results in 
witchcraft, in civil, social, and industrial life. The two closing chapters 
are given to "Tales of Fetish Based on Fact," and "Fetish in Folk-Lore." 

The author writes more in the light of traditional opinion than in the 

3 Fetishism in West Africa: Forty Years' Observations of the Native Customs and 
Superstitions. By Robert Hamil Nassau. New York: Scribner, 1904. 389 pages. 
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light of modern pscychology. For instance, he assumes that the under- 
lying realities of the witchcraft phenomena in Africa are due to demoniacal 
possession. 

The possibility of a permanent possession by Satan being admitted, it is 
easily possible that the fetish doctors or priestesses may be temporarily entered 
into by Satan's power, and that some wonderful things they do and say while 
endued with that power are used by the devil to blind men's minds against the 
truth. 

While the author's speculations as to the origin and philosophy of fetish- 
ism lack scientific breadth, his descriptions of fact are clear and are 
the product of intimate, friendly association with the natives. He appre- 
ciates the reality of the native's faith to himself. 

A native heathen Akele chief, Kasa, my friend and host in the Ogowe, in 
1874, showed me a string of shells, bones, horns, wild-cat tails, and so forth, each 
with its magic compound, which he said could turn aside bullets. In a friendly 
way he dared me to fire at him with my sixteen-repeater Winchester rifle. I did 
not believe he meant it, but on his taking his stand a few paces distant, he did 
not quail under my steady aim, nor even at the click of the trigger. 

Dr. Nassau's experience leads him to the conclusion that it is more 
difficult for the native to abandon his faith in fetish than it is for him 
genuinely to reform his moral character. Our author has never found 
a tribe that did not have in the background of its belief some thought and 
name of the Supreme Being. There is a broad and genial human sym- 
pathy in the author's work, which gives real value to his observations. 
For instance, it seems clear to him that, in addition to the purely religious 
considerations, it is well worth while to work for the African natives, 
"simply for the elevation of the heathen during their present earthly life." 

This volume is valuable as a trustworthy collection of materials and 
graphic data for the study of fetishism. 

The latest books in the Congo Free State discussion are marked 
instances of special pleading, on the one side in behalf of humanity, and 
on the other in behalf of King Leopold II. 4 

King Leopold's Rule in Africa 5 is written by Edmund D. Morel, sec- 
retary of the Congo Reform Association. He divides his thirty chapters 

4 Leading previous volumes, one on each side of the controversy, are Civilization 
in Congoland: A Story of International Wrong-Doing, by H. R. Fox-Bourne (London : 
King, 1903; 311 pages); and New Africa: An Essay on Government Civilization in 
New Countries and on the Foundation, Organization, and Administration of the Congo 
Free State. By E. Descampes (London: Low, Marston & Co., 1903; 402 pages). 

s King Leopold's Rule in Africa. By Edmund D. Morel. With Illustrations and 
Maps. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1905. 466 pages. 
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into six parts: I, "Historical;" II, "The New African Slave Trade;" 
III, "The New Slave Trade in Being;" IV, "The Working of the System 
as it Affects International Commercial Interests;" V, "The Congo Debate 
in the Belgian House of Representatives;" VI, "The Attempt to Discredit 
Consul Casement's Report." Nearly one hundred pages of appendix 
give original documents in the case. 

The author's fundamental contention is that the land policy and mono- 
polistic exclusiveness of the Congo State government are contrary to the 
acts of the Berlin and Brussels Conferences which sanctioned the estab- 
lishment of the state. He next goes over the whole area of the state, 
district by district, and produces testimony as to the brutality with which 
the autocratic government is administered for revenue only. Perhaps 
the most convincing part of the evidence is that given in the speeches 
of leaders in the Belgian House of Representatives. 

The book would carry more conviction to many minds if it were written 
in a calmer style. The constant use of irony in quoting the pretensions 
of King Leopold's government as to philanthropic motives becomes weari- 
some. In spite, however, of defects which belong to special pleading, 
the evidence advanced is so varied and so overwhelming as to carry with 
it inevitable conviction. 

"The first intimation that Congo troops were in the habit of cutting 
off the hands of men, women, and children in connection with the rubber 
traffic reached Europe through the Rev. J. B. Murphy, of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union, in 1895." From that time on, the evidence 
of this and similar barbarities has been accumulating on every hand. 
While the missionaries of all the Protestant bodies have borne witness, 
travelers and explorers, though having less intimate and sympathetic 
relations with the natives, have fully confirmed and enlarged their testimony. 

Major Gibbons, while warmly appreciating the work of representatives 
of the Congo State in some portions of its vast dominion, is constrained 
to speak in severe terms of the methods of the state in other portions which 
fell under his observation. Sir Harry Johnston, another authority of 
highest standing, is not only convinced himself, but says that Sir Henry 
Stanley, the principal agent in founding the state, and its defender for 
many years, had the last year of his life embittered by the conviction that 
great wrongs were being perpetrated by the state. 

On the other side comes Wack's Story of the Congo Free State. 6 It 

6 The Story of the Congo Free State: Social, Political, and Economic Aspects of 
the Belgian Government in Central Africa. With 125 Illustrations and Maps. By 
Henry Wellington Wack. New York: Putnam, 1905. 634 pages. 
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is a plea for the defendant made by a member of the New York bar, who 
in the preface most carefully and explicitly disclaims any personal con- 
siderations in making this plea beyond general interest in the truth. But 
if he had been retained at an enormous fee by the defendant king, he could 
not have managed his argument with a more obvious intention to carry 
the case at any cost. There are thirty-seven chapters of the argument, 
followed by one hundred and twenty pages of appendix, giving the text 
of various documents. Like all other defenders of the king, he dwells 
mainly on the original purpose in the establishment of the Congo Free 
State, as declared by King Leopold and his representatives, and embodied 
in the discussions and conclusions of the Berlin and Brussels Conferences, 
and the treaties recognizing the state. 

Great emphasis is laid on the work of the state in abolishing the Arab 
slave trade. Various departments of the Congo administration are 
described so as to show their most favorable features. The chapter on 
missions enumerates the Protestant missions with strictures, and magnifies 
the Roman Catholic missions. All through, the agitation in England 
concerning the administration on the Congo is attributed to pique and 
jealousy on the part of a group of English commercial houses, abetted 
by a few Protestant missionaries and other sentimentalists. The author 
contends, in common with defenders of the king, that the Congo govern- 
ment has a right to the land and its products. Four chapters are given 
to "Testimony of Travelers and Thinkers," including the favorable 
opinions of some who have since changed their views on the subject. 

The combined impression of these two volumes is to the effect that 
King Leopold may have begun his work on the Congo with more or less 
purely philanthropic intentions, but that the difficulties of practical admin- 
istration, combined with the allurements of great possibilities of wealth, 
have perverted the original purpose, until at last there has been established 
a government more despotic than that of any czar, with barbarities on 
a vaster scale than any that have been seen in modern times. 

Of precisely the same tone, apparently with the same inspiration, 
as the volume of Mr. Wack in America, is MacDonnelFs King Leopold II, 1 
published in England. There are variations of emphasis. For example, 
the English form of the plea is more stringent in its sectarian strictures. 
It puts more marked aspersion on all the Protestant missions and more 
extensive laudation on all the Roman Catholic missions on the Congo. 

1 King Leopold II., His Rule in Belgium and the Congo. By John de Couvey 
MacDonnell. London: Cassell, 1905. 382 pages. 
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Several sucdnct statements of the case against the Congo State 8 are avail- 
able in this country. But the brochure which is likely to do the most 
popular execution is King Leopold's Soliloquy, by Mark Twain. The 
great humorist never wielded his pen more pointedly in behalf of honesty 
and humanity. 9 It is significant, too, that he puts added emphasis in his 
second edition, issued since the publication of the report of the king's 
commission. 

Minor publications on the other side of the case are issued by the 
Federation for the Defense of Belgian Interests Abroad. 10 They make 
a telling tu quoque argument, as all defenses of the Congo State do, by 
pointing out the wrongs of other administrations in Africa, especially 
English, French, and German. 

King Leopold is the strictly constitutional king of Belgium, but his sov- 
ereignty of the Congo is an entirely distinct, almost unrelated, government, 
and is admitted to be the most unchecked autocracy of modern times. It 
was expected that the commission which he appointed to investigate the 
alleged cruelties of his own government would put the facts in the most 
favorable light possible. This they have done. But their findings 11 — not 
published till eight monhts after the report was made — are such that the 
existence of enormous wrongs is no longer an open question. 

Modern philanthropy is increasingly marked by wide scope and by 
studious intelligence. The missionary enterprise is world-wide philan- 
thropy in practical form. It is now being subjected to comprehensive 
study in two interdenominational courses. In both, the current year 
(1905-6) is devoted to Africa. The seventh volume" in the "Forward 

8 Memorial Concerning Conditions in the Independent State of the Kongo. U. S. 
Senate Document No. 282, Fifty-eighth Congress, Second Session. 136 pages. 

Grounds for Action by the U. S. Government: Conditions in the Congo State: 
Synopsis of Case. Boston: Congo Reform Association, 1905. 39 pages. 

The Treatment of Women and Children in the Congo State. Congo Reform Asso- 
ciation, 1905. 30 pages. 

Evidence Laid before the Congo Commission of Inquiry, together with data down 
to July 1905. Congo Reform Association. 96 pages. 

The Report oj King Leopold's Commission and the Testimony which Compelled It. 
Congo Reform Association. December, 1905. 

9 King Leopold's Soliloquy: A Defense of His Congo Rule. By Mark Twain. 
Boston: Warren, 1905. 50 pages. 

10 The Truth on the Congo Free State. By the Federation for the Defense of 
Belgian Interests Abroad. No. 19, May 13, 1903. 28 pages. 

" Bulletin officiel de I'Etat Independent du Congo. Nos. 9 and 10. Bruxelles. 
le 31 Octobre 1905. 285 pages. 

" Daybreak in the Dark Continent. By Wilson S. Naylor. New York: Young 
Peoples' Missionary Movement, 1905. 315 pages. $0.50. 
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Mission Study Courses," edited under the auspices of the Young People's 
Missionary Movement, is by Wilson S. Naylor. Professor Naylor has 
done a scholarly piece of work, comprehending in his eight chapters the 
most important facts about Africa, its people, its religion, its social con- 
dition, its modern opening, the progress and present status of missions, 
the heroic pioneers and the noble first fruits. The material is presented 
with as great clearness as is possible when covering such a wide and diver- 
sified area of time and space in every chapter. The typographical form 
is excellent. Each chapter is followed by questions in review of the material 
and by references for further study. There are two excellent maps. In 
the appendix are valuable tables and a brief bibliography. 

The fifth volume 13 in the "United Study of Missions Courses," pub- 
lished for the Interdenominational Committee of Women's Boards, is 
by Ellen C. Parsons, with an introduction by Sir Harry Johnston. In 
fifty pages Sir Harry gives an admirable and authoritative 14 compendium 
of the geography, races, and history of Africa. Following this, the first 
chapter is concerning social and religious conditions in general. The 
remaining five chapters give an account of missionary endeavor in northern, 
western, eastern, central, and southern Africa, respectively. Within these 
great divisions the field is considered in its natural minor divisions. This 
geographical treatment is the only method which can keep perfectly clear 
such a vast amount of material as must be handled. The author has 
managed to pack in a surprising amount of concrete and stirring story. 
The volume is furnished with map, tables, and bibliography. Each 
chapter is followed by brief extracts from various writers on Africa. 

L. Call Barnes. 

Worcester, Mass. 

J3 Christus Liberator: An Outline Study of Africa. By Ellen C. Parsons. New- 
York: Macmillan, 1905. 309 pages. $0.50 net. 

'4Cf. especially History of the Colonization of Africa by Alien Races. By Sir 
Harry H. Johnston. Cambridge, England: University Press, 1899. 319 pages. For 
details compare his British Central Africa, his Tunisian Sahara, his Nile Quest, his 
River Congo, his Uganda Protectorate, and other volumes on Africa. 



